INTER- COUNTRY ADOPTION

(Foreign Adoption)

A – Procedure to be followed
Govt. of India on the basis of Supreme 
Court Judgment of February 1984, has laid down that the following requirements should be strictly followed. 

i) Every application from a foreigner desiring to adopt a child must be sponsored by a social or Child Welfare Agency recognized or licensed by the Govt. of the country in which foreigner is residing and enlisted by CARA (Central Adoption Resource Agency) Ministry of Welfare, Govt. of India.

ii) The original application along with original documents as prescribed by the Supreme Court of India (see Annexure A) would be forwarded by the foreign enlisted Agency shall also send a copy  of each of the application as well as all the prescribed document including Home Study report enclosed with it to the CARA duly notorised by Notary Public whose signature would be duly attested either by an officer of the Minister of External Affairs or Justice or Social Welfare of the country of a foreigner or by an officer of the Indian Embassy or High Commission or consulate in that country. The Home Study report should broadly include the following information.

1. Social status and family background.

2. Description of Home

3. Standard of living as it appears in Home.

4. Current relationship between husband & wife.

5. Development of already adopted children (if any)

6. Current relationship between the couple and members of each other’s family.

7. Employment status of the couple.

8. Health details such as clinical tests, heart condition, past illness etc (medical certificate etc)

9. Economic status of the couple.

10. Accommodation for the child.

11. Schooling facilities.

12. Amenities in the Home.

13. Reasons for waiting to adopt an Indian Child.

14. Attitude of grant parents and relative towards adoption.

15. Anticipated plans for the adoptive child.

16. Legal status of the prospective adoptive parents.

iii) After receipt of the original application, the recognized Indian placement agency will register the name of prospective foreign parents and shall follow the prescribed procedure in getting the clearance from Voluntary Coordinating Agency and No Objection Certificate from CARA and process the case in the District Court for guardianship/adoption as the case may be.

iv) Adoption of Indian Children placed with Indian living abroad will be treated as in-country placement. However such Indian would have to follow the same procedure of sending their application documents etc through the recognized/licensed agency in that country as in the case of  Inter-Country Adoption.

ANNEXURE ‘A’

(Documents to be submitted)

1.  Home Study report of the adoptive Parents prepared by a professional worker. The Home Study report being a crucial document should broadly include the information as per sheet enclosed.

2.   Recent photographs of foreign adoptive parents.

1. Marriage certificate of foreign adoptive parents. 

2. Declaration concerning health of adoptive parents.

3. Certificate of Medical fitness of adoptive parents duly certified by a medical Doctor.

4. Declaration regarding financial status of adoptive parents along with supporting documents including employer’s certificate. Where applicable.

5. Employment certificate if applicable of foreign adoptive parents.

6. Income Tax assessment order of adoptive parents.

7. Bank references.

8. Particular of properties owned by the adoptive parents.

9. Declaration from adoptive parents stating willingness to be appointed as guardian of the child.

10. Undertaking from the social or child welfare Agency to effect that the child would be legally adopted by the adoptive parents accordingly to the land of the country within a period not exceeding two years from the date of arrival of the child.

11. Undertaking from the adoptive parents that child would be provided necessary education and up-bringing according to the status of adoptive parents.

12. Undertaking from the sponsoring agency that report relating to progress of the child along with his/her recent photo would be sent quarterly during first two years and half yearly for the next three years in the prescribed Performa through Diplomatic Missions abroad.

13. Power of Attorney from adoptive parents in favour of officers of Child Welfare Agency in India which will be required to process the case in India.

14. Certificate form sponsoring agency to the effect that adoptive parents are permitted to adopt a child according to the law of the country.

